The complete molecule of the title compound, C 22 H 24 N 2 O 6 , is generated by crystallographic inversion symmetry and is approximately planar (r.m.s. deviation of the non-H atoms = 0.134 Å ). The packing consists of inter-digitated sheets inclined at 25.9 (4) to one another and linked by short C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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S1. Comment
Imines are used as catalysts, in medicine as antibiotics and anti-inflammatory agents and in industry as anticorrosion agents (Sun et al., 2001; Boghaei & Mohebi, 2002; Liu et al., 2006; Britovsek et al., 2001; Budakoti et al., 2006) . Based on these finding we report here the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound.
The title molecule has crystallographically imposed centrosymmetry with an "extended" conformation in which the central portion is almost planar. Intermolecular C6-H6···O2 hydrogen bonds ( 
K).

S3. Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95 -0.98 Å) and included as riding contributions with isotropic displacement parameters 1.2 -1.5 times those of the attached carbon atoms.
Figure 1
The title compound showing 50% probability ellipsoids. Primed atoms are related to their unprimed counterparts by the crystallographic center.
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Figure 2
Packing viewed down the a axis with C-H···O interactions shown by dotted lines.
Figure 3
Elevation view of the interpentrating layer packing.
Ethyl 2-[2-((1E)-{(1E)-2-[2-(2-ethoxy-2-oxoethoxy)benzylidene]hydrazin-1-ylidene}methyl)phenoxy]acetate
Crystal data 
